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BUCKFASTLEIGH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE 
Mr Chairman and Gentlemen, 
I have the honour to submit my Annual Report for the year 1960. 


The estimated population has fallen by 10 82,450 6 The 
birth rate was 16-7 compared with 14.3 in 1959. The death rate 
fee talilen from 11.2 in 1959 to 9.7 . 


Only 5 infectious diseases were notified during the year. 
Respiratory infections were very prevalent during January whilst 
children and young adults suffered from streptoceoecal throat 
infections during June. Amthrax was made a notifiable disease 
towards the end of the year and steps have been taken to ensure 
early diagnosis and control of this disease. 


The water supply of the district was regarded as satisfactory 
both in quality and quantity throughout the year. The refuse tip 
continues to serve a very useful purpose although occasional 
nuisances arose at this tip during the summer months. 


Fluctuating analyses of the sewage effluent caused some coneern 
at the sewage works during the first part of the year. Fortunately 
the cause for this has now been discovered and the final sewage 
effluent can now be regarded as satisfactory. 


During the early part of the year a review was made of the 
slaughterhouses and slaughtering facilities in the District. It 
was considered that the local slaughterhouses could comply with the 
eonstruction regulations made under the Slaughterhouses Act 1958. 
The Meat (Staining and Sterilisation) Regulations were welcomed 
but I would still like to see an arrangement whereby all meat 
unfit for human consumption must be both sterilised and stained 
before offered for sale for animal consumption. 


The Noise Abatement Act came into operation during November. 
Noise or vibration which is a nuisance can now be regarded as a 
statutory nuisance and the appropriate action to remedy such a 
nuisance ean now be taken by a local authority. Noise has beeome 
an increasing problem over the years and this local authority 
previously had no general powers conferred on it to deal with 
nuisance arising as a result of noise or vibration. 


The Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960 came into 
foree during August and confers on local authorities effective means 
for controlling caravan sites. It is the intention of this fct 
to improve caravan sites and control the establishment of new sites. 
At the same time it will be possible to raise the aesthetic and 
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Sanitary conditions on such sitese 


Visits were made to food premises in the area during the early 
part of the year to advise on matters relating to food hygiene. 
Conditions at these premises were generally found to be satisfactory. 


More houses in the district could be improved if owners made 
use of the housing improvement grants. In general it would seem 
that applications for such grants are made only by owner 
Occupierse With regard to unfit houses I think it most desirable 
that a decision as to their ultimate fate should be made as 
quickly as possible. At the end of the year no decision had been 
made on a clearance area which was represented to the Council as 
long ago as 1958 In my opinion such a long delay is undesirable. 


Buring the year I have made reports to the Public Health 
Committee on such items as medical radiological hazards, 
strontium 90 and the general incidence of infectious discases. 
Comments have been made on vaccination against influenza, 
poliomyelitis and tuberculosis, whilst routine reports were made 
on such matters as unfit housing, food hygiene and infectious 
diseasese 


I should like to end this report by thanking the members of 
Soe veeer. Of the District Council for their help and co-operation 


throughout the year, particularly to Mr Allen in his dual capacity 
as Surveyor and Pablic Health Inspector. 


I am, 
Mr Chairman and Gentlemen, 


Your Obedient Servant, 
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oT, Hunts 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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BUCKFASTLEIGH URBAN DISTRICT 


HEALTH  COMMITTER 


CHAIRMAN Councillor R.T. Willcocks. 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL Gaunciilor Hele Carne, JPs% 


and 
{LL THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 
PUBLIC: HEALTH STAFF 


MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 
PeT. HUNT, MB., BS.;° MRCS., LRCP., DPH., DIH., 
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Miss We Taylor. 
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SECTION A. 
La General Statistics 


Area @e@eeoeeoeeeveeoc0ov00e# @ sc oocoesencseagweeseeneoecestseoeoaaoessceoeoe O8 FO 8B Oe oe 1 565 acres 
Meme OL GWellifie HOUSES secssssscccevesccccecececcecccece 885 
Reet OWTMed DY LNE COUNCIL sccccsenccccececsesssseccoce 309 
Council dwellings per thousand of population cecscecsccceee 12566 
Rateable value (1st April 1960) CCCCE TOS CCFEALFOLHO OS ELF HOOCeO® £37,989 
MOE OFF [Ge TALC saccccsceccececneccesescvesee S154 


2e Vital Statistics 


Estimated mid year population Cee Ce He ee oO LOO BELO AHO COE CCH OE 2g tO 
Population at 1951 census @eeaeoeeecoocaecevo ce Cee eeeseseeevaeoeeoeoo ge 2,592 


Births 


Reet Males 17, Females 15) ccccescccccsccccecdscccce 32 
Live birth rate per thousand population @Ceeceerneseveceere een Aad 
Seeeeeeemeee live births per cent of total live births eee. NIL 
Still births e@eeersreerrceeo ec Oe ee Be FF Ooo MO Be CHT HO FO MO OOo Boe KOO OOO ee b) 
Beeeemaran race per thousand population cevesscccesecsevne de 
Still birth rate per thousand total live and still births . 85.7 
Gt 1 DITLNS secoceccweccnsrccvscccccectsvcee 55 
SPeemmE rate Per FhousSand population cecececcccvccerceee lie 3 
Corrected Birth Rate per thousand population eccccoesescces 1607 


Infant Mortality Rates 


eeerenG Geathns per 1,000 total live births eesccecsseccee NIL 
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births . NIL 
Sitegi¢gimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live 

DLilCHs ob aeiee ce aes NIL 
GL GY TOLC esecccccscccrcccescesvcesscecssces NIL 
Barly neo—natal mortality rate ececcerscoececveececrcesvvsccce NIL 
CET TG y PAGS ccccsccscoscescoesvecevccssceoccses GSe/ 


Deaths of children under the age of one year are classified as 

infant deaths. The neo-natal mortality rate indicates the number 

Of infants dying within the first four weeks of birth per 1,000 

total live births, whilst the early neo-natal mortality rate 

considers infants dying within the first week of birth. The perinatal 
mortality rate indicates the number of still births and infant deaths 
under one week combined per 1,000 total live and still births. 


- 5- 


ATERNAL MORTALITY (Including Abortion) 
Number of deaths @ese@eeeodoedvdcdseoaosvsevocsetovoe# vo eavoaedondv0seseeGaoeasnvn0c009g 08H A820 NIL: 


meee eres eoo0O Gotal live and still births ceccoccccnvcescce NIL 


DEATHS 


Total deaths (Males Seeeeet females, £O, Fee Cy pea. Sees ce des Bu) 
DUMMOMMeEMO Pate per 1,000 population cececsescccccsccssess L206 
Genrrecvea rave per 1,000 population ececescicesseccsscvcccee 9e7 


CLASSIFICATION OF DEATHS 


Male Female Total. 

Malignant neoplasm - lung, bronchus - ab 
Malignant neoplasm —- breast - i i 
Malignant neoplasm - uterus - al; a 
Other malignant & lymphatic neoplasms - 3 3 
Vascular lesions of nervous system aL Bh 3) 
Coronary disease, angina i. ile 2 
Hypertension with heart disease ili ak 2 
Other heart disease 2 6 8 
Other diseases of respiratory system - eS i 
Other defined and ill-defined diseases 5) = 3 
Motor vehicle accidents - Al ay 
All other accidents il - I; 
Suicide He - 1 
Homicide - Ai a 
Lt. 20 Ere 
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2 SECTION Be 


GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES 


1. Hospitals 

The Ashburton and Buckfastleigh Hospital is situated in 
Ashburton under the management of the Torquay and District 
Hospital Management Committee. It is a general practitioner 
hospital with 15 mixed medical and surgical beds. 


Hospital coverage for the district is also provided by 
Newton Abbot Hospital and Torbay Hospital. Maternity cases are 
admitted to Broomborough Hospital, Totnes. 


2- County Council Health Services 


Under the National Health Service Act 1946, the County 
Council provides the following services:- 


Domiciliary midwives. 

Home nurses. 

Health Visitors. 

Bervtces for the care of expectant and nursing mothers and 
children under five. : 

/mbulance services. 

Vaccination and immunisation procedures. 

Domestic help services (home helps) 

Gewemecemenus for the prevention of illness, the care of 

persons suffering from illness or mental disorder and the 

after care of such persons. 


POOP 


pm 0a HO 


A district nurse/midwife works in the district and there is 

Ome Health Visitor available. aA child welfare clinic is held 
every fortnight in Buckfastleigh and the home help service is 
organised by the County Council with the Health Visitor acting 
as the local organiser. The ambulance service is operated by 
voluntary organisations, and ambulances are available at all 
times to convey people who are physically or mentally ill to 
hospitals, clinics, etc., 


4e Laboratory Services 


Bacteriological examinations of pathological specimens and 
samples of milk, water and ice cream are carried out by either 
the Public Health Laboratory Service at Exeter, or the Public 
Health Laboratory Service at Plymouth. The chemical analysis 
of water and other samples is undertaken by Public Analysts in 
Exetere 
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4. Tuberculin Testing Scheme (School Children) 


All children attending County Primary Schools in the 
District now receive, as part of the general supervision of their 
health, a special tuberculin skin test each year. This test may 
indicate if the child is suffering from, or has suffered from 
tuberculosise Such children are referred for further 
examination and, by this means, the early onset of tuberculosis 
can be detected in the child or in the child's family. 


Tre scheme has, as its main object, the detection of 
previously unsuspected cases of tuberculosis, The examination 
of the child gives the lead for tracing the source of the 
infection in the community. 


5e Removal of Old and Infirm Persons to Institutions 


Under Section 47 of the National Assistance act, 1948, the 
Council may apply to a court for an order to remove toa 
suitable institution any person who 


a) Are suffering from grave chronic disease, or being aged, 
infirm or physically incapacitated, are living in insanitary 
conditions and 


b) Are unable to attend to themselves and are not receiving 
from other persons thorough care and attention. 


The National Assistance (Amendment) .ct, 1951, amended 
Section 47 of the 1948 Act, and enabled application for 
removal of urgent cases to be made by the local authority 
or by the Medical Officer of Health, if authorised by the 
Council to do so, without giving 7 days notice as previously 
required. 


such application may be made either to a court of “summary 
jurisdiction", or to a single Justice, on a certificate by the 
Medical Officer of Health and another registered medical 
practitioner. 


Detention orders made in respect of these urgent cases are 
limited to three weeks, and if it is necessary to extend this 
time, compliance must be made with the original requirements of 
Section 7. 


During the year it was not found necessary to resort to 
Section 47 procedure. 
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SECTION C. 


PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS UND OTHER DISE‘SES _ 


1. Notifiable Diseases 


The following diseases were notified during the year. 


Scarlet Fever ecccoccecesseceeeOne case (a girl of 11 years) 


Sonne Dysentery .e..ececeeeeoes-One case ( a boy of 10 years) 


a 

Pulmonary tuberculosis .........One case ( a man of 72 years) 
a 
a 


DE MER Ge bu ccs svccecsseceees TWO cases( girl of 5 years and 


boy of 10 years) 
2e Outbreaks of other diseases 


There are a number of infectious diseases which are not 
notifiable diseases and are therefore not referred to the 
Mearen. Urticer of Health. A knowledge of the incidence of such 
diseases in the community is often only acquired when they 
become widespread and extensive. 


Respiratory infections were prevalent during January and 
Many pre-school age and young school children were affected. 
During June mamy children and adults suffered from sore throats 
caused by streptococcal organismse 


3e Immunisation and Vaccination 


Vaccination and immunisation is available to give protection 
against such diseases as smallpox, poliomyelitis, whooping 
cough, diphtheria, tetanus and tuberculosis. These procedures 
Can be carried out by local medical practitioners and also, under 
the Devon County Council scheme, sessions are carried out at 
local schools and the local Infant Welfare Clinic. 


he New Notifiable Diseases 


The Public Health (Infectious Disease) /mendment Regulations 
1960 came into force on December ist 1960 and provided for the 
notification by medical practitioners to Medical Officers of 
Health of all cases of anthrax. 


Anthrax is an acute bacterial infection of animals and man. 
In man it is usually a disease of the skin but can als» affect 
the lungs and gastro intestinal tract. It is primarily 
an occupational hazard of agricultural workers handling 
infected animals and of industrial workers handling hair and 
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wool. Fortunately it occurs ohly infrequently in England and 
Wales when the source of infection is generally the tissues of 
animals dying of the disease or the contaminated hair, hides 
and soil associated with the infected animal. 


Anthrax has not previously been a notifiable discase under 
the Public Health .cts but medical practitioners have been 
required, under the 1957 Factories ict, to notify the Chief 
Inspector of Factories of cases of anthrax contacted in any 
factory. 


By the Anthrax Order 1938 the Medical Officer of Health 
must be notified by the inspector under the Diseases of Animals 
Aet if a Gase of anthrax in an animal arises in his district. 
These notifications are made so that advice can be given on the 
question of disinfcction. 


[oeeoeetGaciOn Of anthrax will probably result in cases 
being identificd, diagnosed and treated more rapidly. In 
addition the Medical Officer of Health will now be empowered to 
Snveeureace the source of the infection and t. take any necessary 
action in cases occurring outside the scope of the Factories Acts, 
where, until now, no one has had this responsibility. Steps are 
aiready being taken to improve the arrangements for early 
diagnosis and treatment of suspected cases of anthrax. 


5e Civib Defence (Diseases ) Regulations, 1960 


[These Tesgulations came into fofece in April and place on 
to0Gal eucnorities, when required by the Minister of Health, 
the duty to make plans for the prevention and control of disease, 
OPeepremeeenscssease in circumstances arising out of hostile 
S@taon Or Ghe threat of hostile action. In addition, local 
BuGnOorinics may be required to train the members of their staff 
in duties relating to the prevention or spread of such diseasc. 


These regulations arise under the Civil Defence Act, 1948 
and, until their introduction, no duties had been imposed on 
local authorities for dealing with disease in an emergency or for 
training staff for this situation. 


6. Authentication of International Certificates 


mm order to prevent the spread of infectious diseases 
several countries require that visitors should be vaccinated 
or inocculated against specified diseasese International 
certificates have now been prescribed for smallpox, -yellow fever, 
and cholerae 
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SECTION  D. 
SANITARY CONDITIONS IN THE AREA 


le Water 


Upland surface water is collected on Dartmoor and reaches 
the district by gravity from a large storage reservoir. The 
water is chlorinated and hardened by passing over soda ash as 
the raw water is plumbo solvent. The water supply for the area 
was found to be satisfactory both in quartity and quality, and no 
form of contamination occurred during the year. 


The number of dwelling houses receiving a supply direct 
from the public mains to the houses was 83 . <A total of 
10 dwellings were supplied from the public mains by means of 
stand pipes, whilst 7 dwellings had their own private water 


supply. 
2e Refuse Collection and Disposal 


There is a weekly refuse collection and waste paper is 
collected every two weeks. The tip is a disused quarry situated 
well away from the town. 


During July and August there were complaints about smells, 
smoke and flies at this tip. Whilst every means are taken 
to cover the refuse deposited at this tip, it must be realised 
that, unless fully controlled tipping is carried out, these 
nuisances will occasionally continue to arise. It is unfortunate 
that a system of controlled tipping would prove more costly than 
the existing system of crude tipping. 


3e Sewage Disposal 


Continuing fluctuating analyses of the sewage efflucnt 
during the year caused some concern. Eventually it was 
discovered that the fat content in the trade effluent reaching 
the sewage works from one of the trade premises in the town was 
much higher than was hitherto imagined. Measures have now been 
taken to reduce this fat content to a more satisfactory level 
before the trade effluent enters the sewage works. 


It is considered that the sewerage system and sewage works 
are adequate for the needs of Buckfastleigh. 


4. Factories 
This local authority is responsible for enforcing the 
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provisions in the Factories Act 1937 relating to sanitary 
conveniences and the regulations made in connection with these 
in all factories. The District Council is also responsible 
for enforcing the provisions of the Act dealing with cleanliness, 
overcrowding, temperature, ventilation and drainage of floors in 
all factories not using mechanical power. 


Visits were made to the factories in the area by the Public 
Health Inspector. 24 of the 26 factories in Buckfastleigh do not 
use mechanical power. 


Part 8 of the Factories Act 1937 deals with home work and the 
erevi1e2Ons Treloating to this are enforced by the District Council. 
No lists of outworkers were received by the Council during the year.’ 


Conagitions at all the factories were found to be satisfactory. 


5- Slaughterhouses 


Visits were made to the slaughterhouses in connection with 
the construction regulations, defined in the Slaughterhouses 
(Hygiene) Regulations and the Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of 
Cruelty) Regulations 1958, which are due to come into force in the 
future. 


In May a review was made of the existing and future 
requirements of the district with regard to the slaughterhouse 
facilities in Buckfastleigh. The following facts were ascertained; 


1. The two licensed slaughterhouses would adequately meet the 
present and future demandsof the district. 


2e While these slaughterhouses did not yet comply with the 
Construction Regulations, (defined in the Slaughterhouses 
(Hygiene) Regulations and the Slaughter of Animals (Prevention 
of Cruelty) Regulations, nevertheless it was considered that 
the slaughterhouses would comply with all the construction 
requirements by March 1st 1961. 
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66 Pest and Rodent Control 


Under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act 1949, this 
local authority has an obligation to ensure that, as far as is 
practicable, the area is kept free from rats or mice. For this 
purpose frequent inspections are necessary and, in addition, 
Secumtere OL fauna ere requirsd to give notice to the local 
authority whenever it comes to their knowledge that rats or 
mice are present on the land in substantial numbers. [In the 
case of food premises, the notification must be made to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 


Under the Act the local authority may serve on the owner or 
Occupier of any land, notice requiring him to take steps for the 
destruction of rats or mice on the land and may also require 
eee Garryineg Out of any Structural repairs or any other works. 
Pe eee ea notice is not complied with, then the local authority 
May Garry Out the destruction of the pests and recover the 
necessary expense from the persons eoncerned. 


A rodent operator works on a part-time basis for this 
authority and regular treatment is carried out on the refuse 
tips. Test baiting is carried out in the sewerage system, and 
the operator visits private and business premises in order to 
destroy pests. No charge is made by the local authority for 
services carried out at private dwelling houses. This concession 
is of considerable value as it ensures that householders are not 
deterred in reporting the presence of pests on account of the 
financial sum which would be involved in treating their premises. 


Te Noise 


The Noise Abatement Act came into operation on the 27th 
November. Noise or vibration which is a nuisance can now be 
regarded as a statutory nuisance for the provisions of Part 4 
of the 1936 Public Health Act. Noise has become an increasing 
problem over the years and, until the introduction of this Act, 
a local authority had no general powers conferred on it to 
deal with nuisance arising as a result of noise or vibration. 


8. Offices Act 1960 


This Act was introduced during the year and comes into 
force on January lst 1962. Under the Act regulations can be 
made for securing the health, safety and welfare of persons 
employed in offices. Apart from a few exceptions it will be 
the duty of the local authority to enforce this act and the 
regulations made under ite 
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It is anticipated that regulations will be made relating 
to sufficient and suitable sanitary conveniences, the provision 
of adequate and suitable washing facilities, the prevention 
of overcrowding, the provision of sufficient and suitable 
lighting, the provision of a standard and reasonable temperature, 
the provision of adequate ventilation and measures to ensure that 
all offices shall be kept clean. 


9. Caravans 


The Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960 
Came into force on the 29th August, and conferred on local 
authorities effective powers for controlling caravan sitese 
In addition to strengthening the powers of planning authorities 
it introduced a new licensing system which will be administered 
by County Borough and County District Councils. 


fa f2ucure, caravan sites will require to be licensed. From 
She panlic health aspect, local licensing authorities will 
obviously be concerned with requirements in the licenses 
relating to such items as water supply, refuse disposal, 
sanitary accommodation, washing facilities, drainage and 
sewage disposal. Other licence requirements, indirectly 
@itecuine the health of the inhabitants on the caravan sites, 
could relate to the control and maintenance of the caravans, 
the minimum distance between caravans, the spacing and 
arrangement of the dwellings and recreational spacee 


fees werc two licensed caravan sites in the district 
during 1960, and one of them was owned by the Council. 
Conditions at these sites were regarded as satisfactory 
throughout the yeare 


10- Swimming Pool 


The swimming pool has a capacity of 59,100 gallons. The 
water is obtained from an upland surface source on Dartmoor 
and enters the pool unheated. The water is chlorinated 
daily by hand and is changed at least once a weeke Estimates 
of the residual chlorine content were found to be satisfactory 
throughout the year. 


11. Visits and Inspections during the Year 


Visits to dwelling houses 65 
Visits to food premises ho 
Visits to slaughterhouses 127 
Visits to factories 26 
Visits to caravan sites 26 
Drainage inspections 55 


Miscellaneous visits and inspections 55 
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SECTION Ee 
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD 


1. Food Premises 


There were 41 food premises operating in the area. This 
number was made up of 15 cafes, hotels and restaurants, 
together with 26 retail food shops. One or more visits were 
made to the majority of these premises throughout the yeare 


2e Food Hygiene 


The requirements of the Food Hygiene Regulations had 
already been emphasiséd during 1959 and the standard of hygiene 
practised at these premises were generally satisfactory. 


3e Unsound Food 


The amount of unsound food surrendered or condemned was as 
follows:- 


hO lbs of tinned meat. 


At the local alaughterhouses the following meat was 
condemned or surrendered 


Part of the carcase of one heifer. 


4. Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1960 


These regulations were introduced during the year and it is 
the purpose of the regulations to ensure that milk is produced, 
bottled and distributed under such conditions that it reaches 
hee puelsc in a clean and safe state. Conditions have been 
laid down under which specially designated milk (tuberculin 
tested, pasteurized and sterilised) may be sold. 


5 The Meat (Staining and Sterilisation) Regulations, 1960 


These regulations came into force on November 1st 1960. 
All meat which is unfit for human consumption at slaughterhouses 
must now be sterilised before it leaves the premises. If there 
are no facilities for sterilising at the slaughterhouses, 
provision could be made for the meat to be removed to a place 
where it will be sterilised or destroyed. In the case of 
knacker's yards, all meat must be stained or sterilised 
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before it leaves the premises. In a similar manner imported 
meat unfit for human consumption must be sterilised as soon as 
p ossible after it has entered the country. 


It shauld now no longer Ww possible for retailers of pet's 
meat to obtain unfit meat unless it has been sterilised or 
Stained. If any meat comes into their possession which has not 
been sterilised or stainedyj then it is the retailer's 
Pesponsibility to sterilise it before sale. 


ane regulations are framed so that hospitals, manufacturing 
chemists, veterinary schools and similar institutions can 
continue to obtain supplies of unstained or unsterilised meat 
without restriction. 


Seeweee pe recalled that similar regulations were due to 
Gome aneo ftorce On the ist April 1959 but were repealed in the 
previous monthe These new regulations have been designed on 
Simiiar lines and will reduce, to some extent the likelihood of 
disease being spread to humans from animals who consume unfit 
méeate I think it would have been more satisfactory however if 
meat unfit for human consumption was required to be first 
sterilised and then stained before leaving slaughterhouses. 
Such meat could then be removed, identified and checked. 


6. Food Hygiene(General)Regulations, 1960 

These regulations came into force on October 1st 1960 and 
tmey consolidate the previous regulations of 1955 and 1957, 
with a number of amendments, none affecting their main substance. 


Ve Authorised Officers 


Meat Inspection) Regulations, 1960 


These regulations prescribe a new qualification, the holder 
of which will be eligible to be appointed by a local authority 
as an authorised officer to act in relation to the examination 
and Seizure of meate The primary reason for creating this new 
Giaee Of Oificer, a meat inspector, is to help overcome the 
Gifficulty which is being experienced by local authorities in 
obtaining public health inspectors to carry out complete meat 
inspection in their arease Meat inspection at slaughterhouses 
Can Occupy a considerable amount of time, often at the expense 
of the other duties carried out by the public health inspector. 


The regulations do not themselves confer any powers on 
holders of the new qualifications. It will be entirely for the 
local authorities who employ them to decide whether to appoint 
the meat inspectors and authorised officers under the act, and 
it is envisaged thet holders of this new qualification will 
generally be employed in large slaughterhouses and bacon factories. 


ot = 


~ @f[ - 


Setrogmi asonem intimke a al .esekmeag eng sovasl tk 
ncos en bealliveta ad taupm noliqnwenco oemgl Ton a 
-Vitauoo ode Bboretne ean oF. ‘rere 


z'teq to erelistex sor sidieeaq af tegnol on wort | rede | 
no Bealitaess seed asd ti saslay Jaem Tian pee 


. Is , : at wilt 
Fon ( cdotdw nofsageaog ifed? ofnt eanco teem yos ae eee 
3 ey I is T+ a arid et wz Agas gboniate bh Hoe. = the - 


ofas suoted sf eatiizeds of: yitt 


sntandoatunem ,ol atgeod Sod ca. Bomarr, ote anolie Loy 
nego evolistiveant osLimie Onc. aleordse visatreseVy 4 

tsen hoelliixetens to Renmiestens to esitiggqus aissdo er 
er 


cow ecokseinsan wWimta tadtd boliasst ad At 
ie [regex =~ x8w Jud erect fiuqi tel. odd mo °8o9 2 
no heagtech nosed oven aHhotsrivget. Won, egere ont ii 
colt foewaif eit Jasiae emoe og .90UDS% tltw bre Bt 
tia ompenco onfw sfomitan moat enemud of Seatge 153 ; 
If ~Svowed yrotoctelica srom noo wean hbLlyow tL Lov Eek 
bexit od of betiingnes eawaotse BUEHOS) nem. tok, J 
29970Ntstidanuela patvosl esoted bentiate nea bra 8& 
bodoedo bas fefttdaobt .Pevetan sd meadt biagd) 


Ooel sanotieluses (ia 


mt a* enok 


bas, OeCl tal rvedotoO no soto! ogni smes onokdntt 
ef Sone ccOl to enciteiona: avoliven 3 cult otebt 
comagtedve atom tlod?t aotvoette emon .arnembieme ae 18 


‘ r f a D “aby ~ oF f - “rere oy” » ra 
O20. sencdis tones (uottosgent tasM) em 


noissolkiifem wor ma e@itoreag aqcoke BARB OS 
r cid oof 2 yd betatogge ed of sidinkie ae .aa 
noltaninexs odd of mnottalos al goa oF “eoLTAG Tame 
v f and tasio tot nearest ytemigg Sit Trem %o:.4 
oud ial snooteve glen od. ge Suh egeml Tom, aug 
at sotdtinortus faenk vc bsonotisaxe, aniod af slo Y US. 

teon atelamoo Jno yaaneor ake Josgont diisen ofiduy 
IBN O% Havete sa mottieegend Tesh. «8e0%R8 vhost at a 
seneaxs oat do astto .omis Ic dnwoms sidaisbienos roe 
TOFD LC vont id Lood mk Loan eit yd dpo. belwaed aeltuh ‘296 


06 Ye wettnon eevidesiwodt fon ob eactiacugen 


C Tis 
cif tot yisrtiae od LINEAGE . serolseolitiisg Wom. ame, 
jnloyge ot 


anitedw obleob. ody mods yokqme oxi ioe ont 

bine do cid eneokcans Btag eo com al ot Baas bia 4 
tite cofinoltilagp won elt to' etshLod, tant £ 

yottotogt. noond Las Bwavodredtger fe - sell Dewars 


ny 


A md 
an ; : ) ii ray “hy Le ' 
ea Oe Ses aa mover alan baa nk Pee eye) 


= 16 =< 


SECTION Fe 


HOUSING 


le General Information 


Total number of dwelling houses in district 885 
Total number of dwellings owned by the Council 309 
Total number of visits made to dwelling houses 65 


2e Improvement of Houses 


It is Still evident that more houses could be improved 
if owners made more use of the standard and discretionary 
improvement grants. 


Formal action by the local authority was considered in 
respect of six houses during the year. 


Three houses were made fit following informal action and 
in other houses statutory public health nuisances were 
remedied following informal approaches to the owners of these 
dwellings. 


Bo Clearance areas were declared during the yeare At the 
end of 1960 a decision was still awaited on a clearance area 
represented to the Council by my predecessor in 1958. A public 
inquiry relating to this clearance area was held in 1959. 


When houses are represented to a local authority as being 
unfit for human habitation, no matter whether they are 
Pepresented in a clearance area or as individual unfit houses, 
I think it absolutely essential that a decision should be made 
as to their future as quickly as possible. Owners of such 
houses are naturally reluctant to repair or maintain them when 
ever there is a possibility that they will have to be closed or 
demolished. Similarly, tenants in such houses become anxious 
Be to their future and are also reluctant to carry out internal 
decorationse Very often the conditions in the houses prove 
most distressing to the tenants during this time. I find no 
Satisfaction whatever in representing unfit houses to a local 
authority, describing the unsatisfactory conditions which might 
adversely affect the health of the occupants and then finding 
that the houses remain in their existing condition for months, 
and even years, before a definite decision is made as to their 
futuree 
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APPENDIX 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HBALTH 
IN RESPECT OF THE YERAR 1960 FOR THR URBAN DISTRICT 
OF BUCKFASTLEIGH IN THE COUNTY OF DEVON 


Prescribed Particulars on the Administration 
of the Factories Act, 1937 


Pies «6G COTE. «ACT 
de Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health 
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Number on | Number of i Cecipiers 
; : prosecuted 
ee BegeSber Inspections | Written 
Notices | 
(1) bs of) (3) (4) (5) 
1. Factories in which 
Sections 1,2,3,4 and 6 
are to be enforced 
by Local Authorities 2h - 
2. Factories not 
included in (1) in 
which Section 7 is 
enforced by the Local 
Authority = = 


3. Other premises 
which Section 7 is 
enforced by the 
Local Authority 
(excluding out- 
workers premises) 
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Cases in which DEFECTS were found 


Number of cases in which defects Number of 


a Were POURG eng met cases in which 
ererred prosecutions 


Found | Remedied'To H.M. |, By H.M. | were 
| Inspe | Inspe instituted. 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Want of clean- | 
liness (S.1) a. 
Overcrowding (S. 2) ~ 
Reasonable temp. “= 
Inadequate ois ee 
ventilation (S.4) - 


Ineffective 
drainage of 
Sanitary 
convenience 
ta) Insufficient 
b) Unsuitable 
or defective 
(c) Not separate 
for sexes 
Other offences 
against the ACT 
(not including 
offences relating to 
- Butwork) - 


Total - as - = - 


PART 8 OF THE ACT 
OUTWORK 
Sections 110 and 111 


There were no outworkers in the District, and there is thus a 
"NIL" RETURN. 
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